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The new transportation funding bill is now in ef fect, after
several years of postponements and extensions. We’ve got
highlights:

Total funding  — $286.5 billion over five years

Transportation enhancements  — approximately $3.5
billion

Recreational trails program  — increased by 64%, $370
million total. I ncludes $840,000 for administration, re-
search, technical assistance, training expenses

Safe Routes to School,  a new national pr ogram — $612
million total. I ncludes a clearinghouse, task force, state
coordinators

CMAQ air quality projects — $8.6 billion

Major area projects
Michigan will receive approximately $20 million in bike/ped/
trail projects.

$2.4 M: White Pine/Musketawa trail extensions, connector

$2.2 M: Paul Henry Freeway trail design and construction

$2.16 million to pave a 13.8 mile stretch of the Fred Meijer
Heartland Trail in Greenville

$2.24 million to pave a 58 mile section of the White Pine
Trail from Cadillac to Rockford

$9.9M: I ntelligent Transportation System technologies
throughout metro GR

$7.2 M: replace interchange at US-131 and 44th Street

$2.4 M: I mprove Chicago Drive/I-196 inter change in
Grandville

$2.3M: River Avenue corridor improvements in Holland

$12M: buses, The Rapid

“Transportation enhancements” is an umbrella ti tle for just
about anything that doesn’ t mean “a high way.” It can
include sidewalks, trails, access management (connected
commercial driveways as seen on 28th Street), bicycle
facilities, mass transit, bus projects, pedestrian signals, and
just about anything else that a clever project proponent
can describe as an “enhancement.”

Growth and urban sprawl often cr eate bottlenecks to forms
of tr avel that don’ t involve a private car. For instance, there
is a lot of pedestrian tr affic trying to cr oss the Grand River
at Northland Drive, Cannonsburg Road, and West River
Drive. So a project description that ’s centered around a
freeway interchange may well include sidewalks, curb cuts,
crosswalks and signals, and other enhancements. The Safe
Routes to School initiative also includes health and fi tness,
air quality, and social services.

It wi ll be interesting to see what ef fect these major funding
chunks will have on local streets and trails.

SAFE-TEA-LU signed into law
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NEWS & VIEWS

Reminder: If ther e’s something you’d like to see
covered in the newslet ter, it helps to send i t to the edi tor.

Come out to our
next meeting at the
Kentwood Library
4700 Kalamazoo SE

6:30 pm of ficers meeting

7:30 pm

General meeting

Steve and Kris
Parker

who crossed the
country on the shortest

route with their dog

Everyone is
welcome!

Thursday
September 8

Happy birthday!
Jennifer Leach 8/4

Roberta Manske 8/4

Victor Manske 8/4

Ken Kendall 8/14

Lon Lefanty 8/29

Bob Sandison 9/

Chris Sandison 9/

Katie Sandison 9/

Kurt Schabes 9/4

Tom Rossbottom 9/5

Bill Grey 9/7

Lene Muller 9/7

Jeremy Tesch  9/10

Steve Hayford 9/12

Ed Bolt 9/13

Rachael Taylor 9/13

Gary Kanoza 9/15

Ruth Jones 9/19

Ray Sabon 9/21

Susan Bonner 9/26

Kim Roon 9/29
Send Mark Hagar an

e-mail with your personal
details to be included

in this listing. No
salesman will call.

Thank you for the intr oduc-
tion. Yes, I am a r esident of
California, currently. Though
I marked “new member,”
I’m r eally not. I am a
lapsed member rejoining
the club. Given the
lapse of time involved, I
thought i t more appro-
priate to mark “new”
than “r enewal.” I w as a
member from 1972 to 1975
or so, and was part of the
first “Race Team” in 1973. I
rewarded the club with
some of the first state
championship wins (track
and time trial), in the
intermediate boys (13 to 15
years old) group. John
Obermeyer and I started
racing at the same time.

My main motivation for
rejoining is to be able to
participate in the Time Trial.
I plan on visi ting the ar ea in
early August for a nephew’s

wedding and to
visit f amily
members. While
I’m at i t I’d l ike to
try Grand River
Drive, again. I

looked into i t last year; I
didn’t have a bike and my
attempts to borr ow one
were unsuccessful. So this
year I hope to bring a bik e
with me. I’m sti ll undecided
whether to do the vintage
class or the regular bike.

I’m 47 years old and I’ve
been a bicycling enthusiast
since about 1969 or 1970. I
am currently active in long
distance events. I’ve never
done the National 24 hour
event but I’v e been follow-
ing it since the start.
I organize a few bicycle
rides in the San Francisco
area, qualifying rides for
Paris-Brest-Paris. First held
in 1891, PBP is one of the
oldest organized bike
events in the world. Our
“brevets” are under the
umbrella of the Randon-
neurs USA, Randonneurs
Mondiaux and Audax Club
Parisien. PBP is a race for
about 200 people and an
endurance challenge/hard
bike tour f or about 3800
people. It is held every four
years, with the next one in
2007. The event format
suits me pretty well. This is
starting to sound l ike an
advertisement; i t’s not
supposed to be. I do it
mostly to give back to a
culture that has given me
so much enjoyment thr ough
the years.

Time and distance con-
straints will limit involve-
ment in the club but I do
hope to meet a f ew new
and old members while I’m
visiting. — Todd Teachout,
Hercules Calif.

Maple Leaf
cancelled
Regretfully, we must cancel
the Maple Leaf ride for
2005. We hope we’ll be able
to find a new chairperson
and revive the ‘Leaf in
2006. (If inter ested in
chairing the ride, contact
Caroline Terlecki.)
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MEMBERSHIP CORNER

New members
Please be sure to say hello

at the next club ev ent

Jon Anderson, Hastings

Joel Bierling, Kentwood

Chris Bloch, Ada

Kathleen Broekhuizen, GR

Lila & Xia Cargill, GR

Jeffrey Hendricks, Grandville

Kathy & Ken Kendall family, E GR

John Krzemienski, GR

Jennifer Leach, Wyoming

Lon Lefanty  ** Middlevi lle

Jeff & Kate Looman ** GR

Victor Manske family  ** GR

Eric Neinarger, Caledonia

Monica Nitzsche, GR

Amanda Nyhuis, Alto

Bethany Perry, Rockford

Doug Poland, GR

Bruce Robbert, Byron Center

Thomas Rossbottom, Kentwood

Julie Smith, Ada

George Steinhardt, GR
Martin Van Denack, Hastings

** denotes returning members

Welcome to the club!
August 15:  378 members

Membership as of 8/15 New & returning members

As of August 15 we have 378
memberships. Since January, 168
new members have joined us. 30 of
these are returning members,
memberships that lapsed by more
than 1 year. —Mark Hagar

President’s Corner
The board meeting last month
addressed many issues of potential
interest to the club at lar ge. Elections
will be held in October and we are
canvassing for new faces to fill our
board positions. I n particular, we
need candidates for vice president,
race team captain, and web page
chair. If y ou are interested, please
contact any board member.
In September we wi ll vote on the
Colorburst donation distribution f or
2006. Look elsewhere in the newslet-
ter f or suggestions of worthy
causes. Several organizations will be
suggested, along with MADD.
We are considering saving printing/
mailing costs by providing the news-
letter in electronic form to inter ested
parties. We plan on placing a check-
box on our membership renewal
forms in 2006 so that members can
make a choice.
Ben Christian has approached the
club with idea to mer ge the Village
Bike race team with RW members
interested in racing. He would bring
new members to the club, recruit
current members interested in racing,
and get our name out in the r acing
circuit. Potential ly, sponsorships
would increase, in response to the

club size. Any thoughts f rom mem-
bers regarding this proposal should
be submitted to the boar d.

100 Grand
The new and improved 100 Grand
attracted more than 300 riders. We
were blessed with good weather and
a great crew of volunteers. The route
was praised for low tr affic and its
rural setting. We offered new food
that w as also a hit: pork barbecue
and chicken wrap sandwiches, lots of
fresh ripe fruit, and many homemade
cookies, thanks to Greg Blake.
Crockery Lake was an ideal setting for
lunch and rest, as it af forded much
needed shade on a warm day. We
solicited comments and learned of
ways we could better design next
year’s 100 Grand. Overall, the ride
was a success, as evidenced by a
profit of mor e than $4000. Thanks to
everyone who rode and volunteered
to help make this happen. —Caroline
Terlecki

Volunteer for
Colorburst
Volunteer for Colorburst on Saturday
October 8! Call 616/868-5217 or e-
mail <chairperson@ colorburst-tour.
com>. There are about 60 different
volunteer positions; some  allow you
to ride in the ev ent — and volunteers
ride for free, and can purchase event
sweatshirts at cost. Contact me early
to make sure to get a job that sui ts
you. Looking forward to another gr eat
year! —Carolyn Peacock
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Thirty-six riders lined up their r oad
bikes, mountain bikes, and tandems,
waiting for Old Man Schuler, the
official starter, to signal the beginning
of the second (annual?) Rapid Wheel-
men Road Rally. It w as a good mix of
married folks, single folks, old and
brand-new members, Road Rally vets
and newcomers. The teams of three
were nervously anxious, yet oddly
confident of victory.
The first stop, AJ’s Arcade (that place
at the bal l park) separated the meek
from the wi ld. Annette Demmink
careened around the go-kart course to
capture honors in that division, whi le
Mike Burden and Chris Wolfer won
honors in the water skiing and snow
skiing arcade divisions. Notable
performances were made by Terry
VanderKolk, Greg Blake, and Linda
Doran as well.
On to mass confusion with math and
bus schedules at The Rapid station.
On the way, teams got into the heat
of competition wi th red herrings and
false clues. “We’re going to Calder
Plaza,” said one rider. “Meijer Heart
Center, just turn left on Michigan. Y ou
can’t miss it!” said another. Then trivia

at John Ball Park,
highlighted by an
outstanding team
performance by Lynn
Gualdoni, Greg Blake,
and Dave Staublin.
Familiarity with the ci ty
was a plus; at least one
suburbanite was riding
while juggling an open
Bike GR map on his

handlebars. Next came a serene
interlude wi th ice cream at Too Tall’s,
near the Veterans’ Home.
Brimming wi th confidence, teams
rolled into Northfield Lanes, fi lled with
terror (wi th a f ew notable exceptions)
of being asked to don the tri-color ed
shoes and bowl. Each team had a
designated bowler, who was required
to bowl unti l getting a strik e. Karen
Missavage made it look easy, getting
her strike in two r olls, followed by
child prodigy bowler Lee Boughner
and Mark Klein who each got their
strike in three rolls. Struggling just a
bit more with bowl ing were Nancy
VanderKolk and just about ev erybody
else who was selected for the activi ty.
We did get some admiring glances
from the other bowlers f or our fancy
spandex bowling outfits.

The climb to Lookout Park slowed a
few of the teams, but ev eryone got
back to Riverside for snacks and
awards. Event hosts Caroline and Judy
were forced to admit the ut ter failure
of their puzzle proofreading program
(PPP), but the crowd was generous
with praise and smiles.
First place winners were Lee Bough-

ner, Tim Hodgkinson, and Mark
Borys, and they were awarded
Village Bike Shop gift certi ficates.
The second, third, and last place
teams were awarded the exclusive
new RW water bottles, and
individual awards of merit for go-
karts, arcade skiing, bowling, and

Participants: Abe/Rosalie Bangma, Nancy/
Peter DeBoer (new members) B ill/Barbara
Goodspeed, Ellie Bergma, Christine Lauer/
Chris Wolfer, Dave Staublin, Greg Blake,
Lyn Gualdoni, Linda Doran, Joel/Sara
Bierling, Monica Nitzsche, John/Annette
Demmink, Karen Missavage, Gene
TerHorst, Clarence Synsma, Mark Hagar,
Terry/Nancy VanderKolk, Janet Gillespie,
Tim Hodgkinson, Lee Boughner, Mark
Borys, Ron David, Jessica Maycroft, Mike
Burden, Rick Pearce, Gary Trapp, Deb
Grey, Linda Martin, Mark Klein

Christine Lauer and Chris Wolfer
persuaded a Rapid driver to help solve
the bus route puzzle.

The event commenced and
ended at Riverside Park Park

Judy and her colleague Old Man Schuler

sportsmanship were awarded discount
coupons for Schuler Books.
Thanks to all for participating, and to
Marc Talsma for his help as an RR
Advisor. —Judy DeYoung

ROAD RALLY REPORT

WORD SCRAMBLE

Unscramble these letters to form
bicycle-related words. Next, un-
scramble the circled letters to show
your next destination.

1. T U B E S B U S T E

2. _ _ _ _ _ _ L A D D E S

3.  _ _ _ _ _ K R A B E

4.  _ _ _ _ _ _ M E T H E L

5.  _ _ _ _ _ _ S L O V E G

6.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ I N A B I C H

ANSWER:

G.R.  _ _ _   _ _ _ _ _ _ _
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Saturday August 27  Pedal & Picnic  fundraiser hosted
by the Friends of the Whi te Pine Trail.

Registration 8-10:30 am at Kent
County’s Dwight Lydell Park (on
Leland St, just north of Four Mile
off West River Drive). 15-62
miles, on road and the tr ail.
Picnic 11 am-3 pm. John Pruss-
ner, 616/874-6873,
<pedalpicnic@yahoo.com>

The Last Friday Night Multi-Scoop Ice Cream Ride of
the Summer
The last Multi-Scoop ride takes place September 2; check
the ride schedule for times and starting locations. Come
out and join us f or ice cream in Rockford. The short route is
easy-to-casual, for families with children. The more the
merrier. See my note below on loaner kid-kart, tr ail-a-long
bike and child seat. Since this is the last Friday of the
month we’re doing the Scoop, the Club buys the ice cream.
For the 10 or 20 mi le Scoop rides:
If y ou have small children you’d like to bring along, I can
lend my trailer (2 kids up to 100 lbs. ), a child seat (up to
45 lbs.), and a tr ail-a-bike. See page 2 for contact info. At
work: 531-7581, ext 15. —Mark Hagar

Friday-Monday,  Labor Weekend Midwest Tandem
Rally  Come downtown to the Amway Grand and check
out this r emarkable event, wi th rides, test rides, a v endor
expo, workshops, get-togethers, and stuf f exchanges.
Digital newsletter at <www .lmb.org/muts>

Adopt a Road – September 24
Our last Adopt-a-Road cleanup “party” is 3 pm on Septem-
ber 24. This may be your last chance for free ice cream.
Get a souvenir orange road cleanup vest, just l ike real
criminals have (without having a nasty record!). This wi ll
be an easy cleanup, followed by a 25 mile ride and ice
cream. Please help. See the ride schedule for details.

MORE RIDES

$3.00

Club water bottles
now available!

Clear with red
lettering, blue or black
top. Get yours at a club
meeting.

Help
replace
Kevin Degen’s bike
If y ou’ve ever ridden PALM or a club invitational on the east
side of Michigan, you’ve seen Kevin. He’s an avid cyclist
who rides thousands of miles in charity fund-raising rides,
and he’s an activist for cerebral palsy research and aware-
ness. Kevin is paralyzed on his right side, and pedals an
adapted adult tricy cle with his left leg and arm.
On this year’s PALM, a fellow cyclist noticed how outdated
his ride is. A gift f rom members of the Wolverine Cycling
Club 24 years ago, it has chainrings of 42/53, and r ear
cogs from 12 to 22 teeth. A low-k ey fund-raising appeal is
being circulated; members of the St Hubert A thletic Group
are asking for small donations from lots of people, so as to
get him a new bik e for his 48th birthda y on December 18.
They suggest $10, and say that i t is tax-deductible.

“When other people see me ...riding with one
arm and leg, they figure they can overcome

anything, too.” —Kevin Degen

Kevin Degen Bike Fund - St Hubert Athletic Group
38775 Prentiss - Harrison Twp, MI 48045

Peacock/Chapman wedding ride
Saturday, August 27
Meet at Ionia State Recreation Area at
the beach/picnic area. About 23 miles
round trip. Depart 1:30 pm f or the 3 pm
outdoor wedding in Lake Odessa.
Gatorade and refreshments provided.
Then join Carolyn and Scott (riding
your editor ’s Counterpoint tandem) for
a ride around a few blocks in Lake
Odessa (please bring bells, whistles,
and noise makers). Ride  back to

Recreation Area. State park admission $6,
or park in Saranac or at a lot on M-66 and ride David
Highway to the Recreation Area. 

No gifts, please. RSVP with Judy DeYoung 616/245-3341
or <ridecaptain@rapidwheelmen.com> 

Greg LeMond
(left) and Kevin
Degen were the
grand marshalls
of an athletic
event held in
Saginaw
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CADENCE reports from the str eets

Ada Park
1180 Buttrick Ave SE, Ada

Ada Park Time Trials
7801 Grand River Dr SE, Ada

Arnie’s (Rockford)
34 Squires St, Rockford

Bostwick Lake Congregational Church
7979 Belding Rd NE, Rockford

Brewer Park
301 84th Street SE, Byron Center

Cascade Park
3810 Thornapple River Dr SE, Cascade

Challenger School
2475 52nd Street SE, Kentwood

Chief Hazy Cloud Park
21 Pettis Ave NE, Ada

Douglas Walker Park
1195 84th Street SW, Byron Center

Dutton Park
7343 Hammond Ave SE, Kentwood

Fallasburg Park
1110 Fallasburg Rd NE, Lowell

Grand Rapids Twp offices
1836 E Beltline Ave NE, GR

Grandville HS
4700 Canal Ave SW, Grandville

Grattan Raceway
7201 Lessiter Ave NE, Belding

Jenison HS
2140 Bauer Road, Jenison

Johnson Park
2600 Wilson Ave SW, Walker

Kenowa Hills HS
3825 Hendershot Ave NW, Walker

Kentwood Public Library
4700 Kalamazoo Ave SE, Kentwood

Lakeside Elementary
2325 Hall St SE, East GR

Long Lake Park
13417 Krauskopf Rd at 17 Mile, Sparta

Musketawa Trail, east trailhead
15500 8th Avenue, Marne

North Park Bridge
North Park St NE at Monroe Ave, GR

North Rockford Middle School
397 E Division St NE, Rockford

Ramblewood Tennis & Health Club
4250 Spartan Industrial Dr,
Grandville

Riverside Park
2001 Monroe Ave NW, GR

Rockford Freshman Center
4500 Kroes St NE, Rockford

Townsend Park
8280 Six Mile Rd NE, Rockford

Union HS
1800 Tremont St SW, GR

West Side Christian School  955
Westend Ave NW, GR

White Pine Trail, Belmont lot
6300 Belmont Ave NE, Belmont

Wyoming Water Plant
2462 Ivanrest Ave SW, Wyoming

Zinser School
1234 Kinney Ave NW, Walker

Locations for ride starts

Saturday July 16, Holland 100 —
The Macatawa Club (and all other
local participating organizations) put
on a great Holland 100. They had a
about 800 riders come out. Almost al l
their jerseys sold (nicely designed by
my daughter Annie). A few local bike
shops were out f ront selling their
wares and performing bike checks. I
ran into RW Carolyn Peacock, Scott
Chapman, Rob Gerwig, recognized
some other RW faces, and saw a few
RW jerseys on riders during the day.
I r ode with RW Steve Johnson and the
Thursday night Holland group, consist-
ing of Missy, Chad, Barb, Dale, Libby,
Jean, Sue, Kurt and two others whom
I met f or the first time. Dale pla yed
Ride Commandant and whipped us
into a 2X2 pace line that we held most
of the ride. He playfully barked at any
lagging rider to close the gap. Anyone
pulling longer than 1 or 2 minutes w as
sorely reprimanded by Dale, threaten-
ing to send Staff Sgt. Barb up there to
whip some butt. Steve and I wer e
reprimanded a number of times when
we took long turns up f ront, but no
one seemed to complain when the
extra long stints pul led the peleton up
the “hi lls.” After each pul l, the pack
always thanked the two lead riders
dropping off. The camaraderie among
this group is wonderful.

We seemed to be
a popular pack; at
one point our l itt le
peleton swelled to
over 30 riders. We
regularly had 5-10
other riders joining
us, so we enjoyed
long breaks of
being off the f ront.
Al from the Detroit
area, joined us.
He’s a member of
our Yahoo group, and he’s been on a
few of Jochen’s rides when he visits
his in-laws in Lowell. He’s thinking of
moving back to the GR area next year
[do i t!! —ed.],  and may join the club .
He’s riding his 26th consecutive
DALMAC this year.
At the pancake breakfast stop, which
we reached early, the heavens opened
as we enjoyed our breakfast and a
deluge erupted. Riders literally poured
in as the downpour continued, thun-
der and lightning crashing and flash-
ing about. After w aiting wi th all the
other riders for a break which didn’t
happen, our group decided to brave
the deluge. Out we headed, ham-
mered by the rain, the str eets covered
with a river of running w ater. We
separated and slowed down due to
decreased braking ability, not to

mention the spray
blasting us from the
wheel ahead. To our
dismay, the thunder
and lightning came
back with a ven-
geance! At one point
we passed an elk
farm, and I noted that
all the intel ligent four-
legged elk seemed to
be in their nice, dry,
covered enclosure,

while a bunch of dim-wi tted two-
legged cyclists didn’t know enough to
come in out of the pouring r ain!!
The rain finally let up somewhere
around Fennville, the roads dried out,
and we enjoyed a fairly uneventful
ride. We hit the 45-mi le mark, where
the 62 and 100 mi le routes split. Our
whole group was determined to make
it a century. Dale continued to bark
orders at us, and we shored up the
line. Our litt le peleton continued at
15-20 riders for much of the da y. At
the last rest stop, we opted to skip the
ferry at the channel and ride ar ound
via Douglas. Towards the end, coming
into Holland, our pace slowed slightly,
and we needed to regroup a litt le
more often f or some of our riders. We
rolled into Holland Christian High with
most of us at ar ound 98.5 miles, so
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we circled the block and parking lot a
few times, to make everyone’s odom-
eter hit 100 mi les for the day. Con-
gratulations to those who r ode their
first-ever century. We ended with a
very respectable 17.3 mph average.
Thanks again to the MCC for a great
Holland 100. — Mark Hagar

Tuesday, July 19 —   Nearly 40
riders saddled their steeds in prepara-
tion for a trip to Lamont and back. 
Someone in the crowd yelled “charge”
and the pack took of f, leaving the less
prepared startled. Those of us in the
rear never saw the main pack again
but rumor has i t that a good and f ast
time was had by all. Greg and I tested
our legs on a tandem as we tried to
catch up, and we were eventually able
to capture some of the stragglers.
Nice to see new riders in the crowd.

Wednesday, July 20 —  Fenian’s
Irish Pub Ride   By popular request,
we reprised the ride to start in Con-
klin, and end at Fenian’s Irish Pub.
The skies were incredibly threatening,
and in fact it had been raining heavily
in most of Grand Rapids. But, hey, this
was an Irish ride, and a l itt le thing l ike
rain was not about to stop these
riders! George Bradshaw sported a
fancy Irish jersey. Linda Doran,
Caroline Terlecki and Greg Blake
joined us for a comfortable ride

around Conklin, getting
back in time to beg f ood
from Fenian’s and enjoy
the I rish “session.”  Every
Wednesday, folks from all
around the area get
together to pla y music:
traditional I rish jigs, reels
and airs. Tom and Kelly
joined us after the ride
to enjoy the music and
good company. All
agreed that this w as the
closest thing to going to I reland, and
possibly a prelude to a Rapid Wheel-
men I reland tour in the f uture! The
next Fenian’s ride will be Wednesday,
September 21 in Conklin, at 6:00 pm.
— R/C Anne Harrigan and Rick
Hudson

Thursday, July 21 — The Holland
ride took of f wi thout RW Steve
Johnson, who is on a tour out west
entitled something like “Let’s See If I
Can Blow up A Volcano” in Washing-
ton and Oregon. I r equested the
route tonight so as to map out the
upcoming joint rides with the Macata-
wa Club & Jade Cycles. After Dale
kindly puffs up everyone’s tires, poor
guy, off we went.
Out of Dut ton Park we headed under
very overcast skies, with regulars
Barb, Brian, Dale, Jean, Libby, Missy,
Tony and newcomers Amy and Gina,
heading towards Saugatuck and Oval
Beach. We welcomed quite a few
miles of brand new tarmac in Lake-
town, and on one str etch, circumnavi-
gated the paving crew. Missy and
Barb tried to spl it the gr oup, ramping
up the pace to 25+ (they ’re animals).
Poor Dale has no idea what the hel l
they’re doing; he’s still winded f rom
doing tire brigade. We held a polite
18-20 pace most of the w ay, occa-
sionally bumping it up a bi t, wi th Tony
& me jamming some sprints, and
Brian and Missy jumping in.
Leaving Saugatuck, we picked up the
Holland 100 route along Lakeshore
and the big lake, then along the
channel and out towards Oval Beach.
Since it’s getting late, the gr oup
declines the big downhill to the
beach, so we headed back to Holland.

This was de-
ferred slightly
when Brian
cracks a tire
along Blue Star
HW. After the
fix, we make a
quick stop at
Burger King to
fill bottles (no
sighting of the
King tonight).
About this time

the sprinkles started, and everyone
wanted to get back in a hurry . After
we hopped on 64th and bumped up
the pace, a steady rain began that
didn’t let up unti l we got back to
Dutton. A good 45 minutes of
exceptionally wet riding, actual ly
refreshing at times. Libby and Gina
dropped off the gr oup, so I looped
back to pull them in. Meanwhile, Missy
pulled the rest of the gr oup at 26
mph. Back to Dutton wi th a slightly
lower than average of 16.8, after 40.5
miles, for a very soggy bunch of
riders. —NOT the RC, Mark Hagar

Tuesday, July 26 —  Rain could not
dampen our spirits, although it did
decrease our numbers tonight. Four
new gnarly riders arrived out of
nowhere on their bikes and rode off
so fast I never did see them again. I
suspect they may be friends of Chris
Pritchard’s since he is the only one
who could keep up with them. The
gloomy skies gave way to sprinkles
prior to our r eturn to the parking lot.

Wednesday, July 27  — Angel and
Christina Rodriguez met me at the
Grandville Kent tr ailhead for a beauti-
ful Blues Cruise. Down the trail we
went into GR, riding part of the Ride
of Silence route. At Rosa Parks Circle
we heard a good blues band out of
Gary, a last-minute r eplacement for
Coco Montoya. While we’re listening,
up wandered Judy DeYoung. We’re
informed that Marc Talsma is also in
attendance, and a reliable source said
that Marc may be attending the
“Snooze” on the Mal l, lounging wi th
ear plugs and dozing off. At the end
of the set, we headed back to John
Ball Park and the Kent Trails. Back at
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the tr ailhead, we have a pleasant 20
miles in. —RC Mark Hagar

Friday, July 29 —  A nice
evening for the Multi-Scoop
ride. Waiting at Belmont were
Brian, Maureen and Adam
Baker, and Mike and Deb
Kiekover, wi th sons Nickolas
and Lukas. Mike and Deb
rode from Riverside Park.
Linda Doran was there with
granddaughter Breyln Dhenin, visiting
from Oregon. With me wer e Nick (I
forgot my helmet) Shaffer (a quick
side trip to Vi llage Bike!) and Ben
(need for speed) Hagar. On our way
up the tr ail John Demmink passed and
said hello. Just before Rockford, we
met 20-mi le co-captain Angel Rodrigu-
ez.
When we got back to Rockford, two 30
milers were already enjoying Custard’s
ice cream, Ellie Bergman and Joel
Beirling. I hope Joel considers joining
the RW. Thankfully Mike had lots of
cash, because the illustrious RC left his
wallet in the v an when trying to get
bikes and Kent County Trail Patrol gear
ready. We all enjoyed ice cream,
thanks to the club and Mike, who wi ll
be fully reimbursed!! The kids checked
out a big snapping turtle at the dam,
along with a f ew painted ones. A nice
ride back, with an occasional stop sign
sprint to end the ride. Thanks to co-
captain Angel and everyone who
joined us. —RC Mark Hagar

Sunday July 31 —   At the conclusion
of the Tour de France, Lance Arm-
strong said something to the ef fect of
“I f eel sorry for people who don’t ride
bikes.”  After this Thr ee-Club ride, my
thoughts are “I f eel sorry for all the
people who have bikes, but didn’t join
us on this ride.” What a hoot! The
parking lot at Ramblewood Tennis &
Health was jammed with blue &
orange Macatawa Cycling Club
jerseys, green & orange Jade Cycle
jerseys, and a gang of RW members,
in assorted Club and non-club wear. 
Forty-two names appeared on my
sign-up sheets, but I’m pr etty sure
that ther e were at least another
handful of riders who escaped my
organizational efforts. Ellie Bergman

and Jessica Ables headed up the 23-
mile group, which meandered off
toward Jamestown, after an ice cream

stop near Byron Center. The
38-mile group took of f wi th
John Kowalczyk in the lead
toward an ice cream stop
19 miles distant. After
feasting on the largest
“small” ice cream cones on
the planet, we headed back
with full bellies and

tailwinds. What could be more perfect
than that? It w as a great opportunity
to meet some new riders, share
stories and enjoy a warm sunny
Sunday afternoon ride. Mark Hagar
did a great job in set ting the stage f or
this ride. Makes me think that we
should get a joint ride near I onia with
TCBA. 

Rockford Rumble —There hasn’t
been much to report on the Thursday
night Rockford Rumbles — get togeth-
er, ride, have a good time! We’ve
enjoyed several new RW members.
Thanks to Dan Van Stensel who
posted this on the Yahoo site:

I went out f or my first ever club
ride yesterday, the Rockford
Rumble.  I am so glad I joined the
club, I ha ve never been able to
bike in a group before and what an
experience!  The pace was pretty
moderate unti l a guy in a r ed
jersey took off, sorry I don’ t
remember everyone’s names yet.
I sped up to f ollow him, along wi th
about 10 other people who f ol-
lowed me up. I ha ve never drafted
going so fast before. I have always
heard people talking about the
whirring sound you hear in a group
of riders before, but this w as my
first time hearing i t. It w as very
exciting and a l itt le scary. I apolo-
gize to all the f ast people in the
lead group who had to deal wi th
my poor drafting skills. I lost them
around Wabasis and joined up with
another group of very nice people.
Hello to Scott, Jeremy and Chris
who intr oduced themselves to me.
Thank you to all the nice people
who said hi. — Dan Van Stensel

Rockford Rumbles will continue thr ough
September, beginning at 6 pm, led b y
Bill Thompson. See you out ther e!

Tuesday, August 2 —   People are
REALLY clamoring for Judy after
tonight’s map fiasco. Can you believe I
spent hours working out this r oute
that included unrideable dirt r oads? 
Thankfully, the 40+ riders wer e
creative enough to find bet ter roads. 
The riders splintered so badly, we only
ran into one another b y accident. 
Overall, I think we had a good time,
especially the short-r outers who went
for an unscheduled but welcome ice
cream stop.  — RC Caroline Terlecki

Friday, August 5 — What a great
night f or an ice cream ride, lots of
riders, great weather and a not-
terribly-busy tr ail. The 10-mile co-
captain was a no-show, but the r est of
the ride went of f wi thout a hi tch.
Joining me on the 30-mile ride were
Jeff Festian and Caroline Terlecki, on
her first scoop ride. Joining 20 mile
captain Angel Rodriquez are wife
Christina, along first-time scoopers
Randy Winchester and Mimi, Anne and
Camille Emig. Riding with quickly-
designated sub-captain Linda Doran
were granddaughters Brehlyn and
Myana Dhenin, Rich and Julian Kipke,
Mike and Elena Gormley and hopeful-
ly, soon-to-be-a-RW Shelly Smith.
Meeting us at Custard were Jeff’s wife
and daughter, Stephanie and Lydia.
Thanks to co-captains
Linda and Angel. —RC
Mark Hagar

Saturday, August 6
—  Confusing
Riverside with
Riverbend caused
two riders f rustration
when they arrived at
the wrong school and found no one. 
My apologies. Eight people did meet
at Riverbend School, and we took a
pleasant ride in perfect weather to
Turk’s in Nunica. Rick Pearce amazed
us with his lunch consumption while
Ric Hudson worried about his wobbly
rear wheel and fantasized about
taking a nap. Lack of a map kept all
riders together which I enjo yed. 
Taking the trip toda y were Greg Blake,
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Tom Kelley, Rick Pearce, Linda Doran,
Ric Hudson, Rob Gehrig, Tom (?), and
me.  —RC Caroline Terlecki

Tuesday August 9 —  Seven riders
(Ben Weirsma, Mike Burden, Jim
Beaudoin, Eric Cell, Andy Griffin, Joel
Bierling and RC Tom Herold) set out
for Middleville. We did a 70/30 ride,
I’d call it, wi th regrouping of the entir e
group for the first 70% of the ride.
Mike flatted on the r ough road on
141st near Patterson, and we enjoyed
the tai lwinds into Middleville. Major
road construction and an earlier
sunset time made this RC decide to
start back for Dutton for ice cream
without going into town. The gr oup
stayed together nicely going back, and
regrouped when Eric ran into a long-
lost friend Karen, who was out run-
ning that night. It w as about nine
years since he had seen her. We
cruised back and stopped regrouping
soon after that, and al l but Eric had
ice cream in Dutton and rode home
into the sunset. Jim and this RC made
sure no one got dropped. It sur e
would be nice to have some more 16
mph average riders come out on this
GOOD and FAST paced ride! No one
was dropped, a good ride was had by
all.  — RC Tom Herold

Thursday, August 11— The Holland
ride roared out of Dut ton Park under
very overcast skies (expecting to get
back wet) wi th regulars RW Steve J,
Missy, Jean, Tony, Dale and newcomer
Gary, in a tight pace l ine. We wanted
to find some f reshly paved stretches
of Lakeshore with nice new wide
shoulders. Thanks to the efforts of the
Macatawa Cycling Club for raising
$3600 of additional funding. Because
of the at tention br ought to the
project, Ottawa County Parks kicked in
the last $5000 needed to widen the
shoulder from 3’ to 4’. Considering
that this str etch runs next to a “desig-
nated bike path,” i t was a great effort
to get this accomplished. Our sister
bike club hard at work. Thanks MCC!

We merged into Lakeshore, a stop at
Kirk Park. Then Hiawatha where we
passed the Road Knights motorcycle
club, and got a f riendly wave from
fellow cyclists lounging on the porch

of their clubhouse. Back to Lakeshore,
again hitting some new tarmac. Onto
Ottawa Beach Road we rolled, then
down Post into the “W oods.” Back
home to Dutton, sti ll dry, just under
33 miles with a crisp 19.4 average. —
NOT the RC, Mark Hagar

Saturday August 13 —  we met at
the White Pine Trail Head, 8 of us and
went north to Sand Lake, we picked
up 2 more riders. The weather was
great not too hot or too cold and no
wind to speak of.
After a few twists
and turns we
ended up at Hit
the Road Joe for a
great early lunch.
A rider showed
and asked if we
had a pump, of
course riders have
a pump, that w as
our first good
deed. Then off to
see the two dams.
As we rode along a truck needed help
backing up, a big truck, and of course
we helped, that w as our 2nd good
deed. We stopped for ice cream at
Jorgensens, then to Sand Lake
dropping off the 2 riders and then
back home. On this trip we had
Patrick, he took of f before I f ound out
his last name, Rick Pearce, Brian
Curtis, Lew Persenaire, Chris Hinter-
man, Andy Schipper, Laura Manades,
Linda Dorn, Nancy Lange and Your R/
C —Jochen

Sunday August 14 — Multi-Club
Ride  Could cycling be any more fun
than this! Ther e were 57 names on
my sign-up sheets. We had at least 22
Rapid Wheelmen, 17 Macatawa Club
riders, seven Jade riders, three from
the Herman Miller team, one West
Michigan Coast rider, and ten assorted
friends and families, including folks
from my Thursday Holland group. 
A number of riders listed multi-club
associations.
I agreed with Katie Bolt’s assessment
that the start could ha ve been more
organized, getting the di fferent routes
and paces together and in groups. I

CADENCE
also had too many maps left— some-
thing we can impr ove for next year!
The sea of riders flowed out of Velo
City Cycle down 8th Street, thr ough
downtown, to the chain f erry in
Saugatuck for the 25 mi le route, or to
Oval Beach on Lake Michigan for the
40 miler. Lots of quiet, low tr affic
roads through Allegan County and a
number of newly-paved stretches
greeted us. My group had a nice pace
line at 20 mph, wi th riders f rom all the

different clubs
involved. A
couple of
riders got flats
on the way
back, and a
few took
some wrong
turns to
dampen the
enthusiasm,
but all in all
everyone had
a great ride,

judging f rom the positive talk back at
VeloCity. Everyone’s looking forward to
repeating the multi-club rides next
year. Thanks to Jim DeGracia of Jade
for leading the fast 40 group, and
Marshal Michmerhuizen of MCC for the
25 mile group. A big thanks to the
Macatawa Club, especially Marshall
and Mike Clark for providing all the
great food and drink once we arrived
back at VeloCity, and to Mike for
staging this out of VeloCity. We talked
about having three of these next year,
getting the Muskegon West Michigan
Coast Riders more involved, and
having one on each club’s turf. And
finally, thanks to al l riders for making
this a most enjoyable Sunday after-
noon. — RC Mark Hagar

Wednesday August 17 —   We
welcomed three new riders to the
Challenge ride: Don Lappinga, Mark
Borys (?), and Amanda Linklater.
These three and eight more: Lew
Persenaire, Bill Friend, Don Glass,
Mike Burden, Andy Griffin, Ray Pater,
Tom Bosma, and RC Tom Herold put
in a 34 mile ride on a perfect
evening. We re-grouped about every
five miles, and the first r egrouping
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Cadillac bicycles
According to the  Detroit News,  “bicycle giant Kent created a
Cadillac Bicycles unit, and is producing a line of mid- to high-
end bikes carrying the vaunted Cadillac brand name and logo.”
Some Detroit-area Caddy dealers include a bike, worth about
$615, with the pur chase of a car.

“The decision to lend the Cadillac name and its aura of premium
luxury to a l ine of two-wheelers w as based  on a desire to reach
a younger, hipper buyer. Since introducing the CTS in 2002
...Cadillac sales have boomed...the average
age of customers is now a decade younger, in
their mid to late 40s. The bik es are available
at select shops in the United States and
Canada ...they will become more widely

distributed in the coming months...They r ange in price from
$500 to $1,900.
“Dealers will be able to toss in a bike to help close a sale, or
give them away as gestures of appreciation to customers or to
sales personnel who meet or beat sales targets...
“GM spent more than a year considering whether to approve
the bicycle line. The automaker was involved in everything
from the bike’s basic design to placement of the Cadillac logo
on the saddle. ...The f rames are made of carbon fiber composite and l ightweight
aluminum and every bike has disc brakes.”

This might be one way for the luxury automak er to meet the f ederal CAFE
standards fuel ecomony average!

CADENCE

wasn’t necessary as we were all
together. The group headed down
East Paris to 142nd and regrouped,
and the group had split into two
groups at that point. W e tackled the
92nd hill from Division and re-grouped
at Kalamazoo and 92nd. Five of us
stopped for frozen delights in Dut ton,
six headed home. It w as a great club
ride, no one was dropped, as usual. 
—RC Tom Herold 

Friday, August 19 Scoop — There
are riders on all distances tonight. We
had captains for all rides, and riders
for rides, and illustrious head Ride
Captain Judy D. blessed us with her
presence for the first time this y ear.
(Considering you had to scream out
of work to get to the 30 mile start
...much appreciated.) As always we
enjoyed ice cream at Custard. Riding
tonight wer e Ben Hagar, Nick Shaffer,
Ron & Tanner Ogden, Shelley Smith,
Jeff Festian, Joe (sorry, forgot your
last name), Angel Rodriguez, Karen
Missavage and Judy D.
Meeting us at Custard
were Jeff’s wife &
daughter Stephanie &
Lydia. Thanks immensely
to my co-captains  Ron
and Angel. Remember,
the club buys ice cream
for all riders on the last
Friday of the month.
September 2 ride is the
last Ice Cream Ride for
the year, and the club is
buying then.  —RC Mark
Hagar

LAB magazine gets a new look
The membership publication from the League of American Bicyclists (neé
Wheelmen) just came out with a new name. Since the late 19th century it has
been known by a wide variety of ti tles, including American
Wheelmen, L.A.W. Bulletin, and BICYCLE USA. After
many years of discussion and attempted solutions,
the organization finally changed its name in the
1990’s.

American Bicyclist was the ti tle of a tr ade magazine
for bicycle dealers and manufacturers. It enjo yed a
multi-decade publication, and would often f eature

vintage bicycle advertisements and
products.

When the magazine went to a quarterly
format a few years ago, its emphasis
shifted f rom “what members ar e doing”
to “what we ar e doing for members,”
and many long-timers decried the
change. “Too many pictures of people in
suits standing at podiums smiling
sweetly for the camera” was one observation. But the latest
edition contained a new perspective: several pieces described
what individual members are doing and how they became interest-
ed in cycling, teaching bicycle safety, and the l ike.

2005

1890-something

Some of the usual suspects at the Scoop ride
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I went f or a ride on the Whi te Pine
trail from Riverside Park up to Rock-
ford. As I crested the bridge over
West River Drive, three kids scurried
off the tr ail and dodge into the bushes
on the right side.
As I coasted down the north side of
the bridge and hit the flat leading up
to Rogue River Dr, out of the corner of
my eye I saw an apple sailing through
the air. It hi t me in the arm.
In a brief second of clarity I w as
unbelievably thankful that i t hi t me in
the arm, r ather than m y front tir e or
face. I hi t the br akes hard, and
screeched to a stop. I look down, and
I can’t believe what I see. Not only
are they thr owing apples, they have
lined the tr ail with banana peels and
squished grapes. Perfect items for
someone to lose a front tir e on, and
go down hard!

Intentionally trying to mak e someone
crash is low class. Some people might
say “kids wi ll be kids,” but what wer e
these kids thinking?

I couldn’t see the kids thr ough the
brush, so I yelled at them. “Thr owing
apples and putting banana peels on
the tr ail is dangerous. Do you think i t
would be funny if I cr acked my head
at 20 mi les per hour? Where are your
parents?” No response. They wouldn’t
expect someone to stop. Let’s see if
they expect this....

I went another 50 y ards and turned
right onto Rogue River Drive. There
they were: thr ee kids standing there
(ages 10 to 14, old enough to know
better) Shell-shocked, just standing
there, not bl inking or moving. “Some-
one is confronting us for what we
did—something we knew was wrong.”

Dad and grandpa were also there. I
stopped my bike and just looked at
them. Dad has the nerve to say, “she
didn’t mean to hi t you with i t, she was

only throwing it
towards you.”

Do I look l ike an
idiot? This isn’t
that complicat-
ed. If y ou throw
something
“towards”

AND FINALLY...
someone, there
is a chance it
might actual ly
hit them. And if
it does, you are
in trouble.

I r efrained
from saying

that . I did explain to him I thought
that w as a very weak argument; the
banana peels and squished grapes on
the tr ail, and the f act that they duck ed
off the tr ail to get r eady for me to
pass, seemed pretty convincing that
his line was a bunch of hot air.

The father saw my point and had his
daughter (about 12) come apologize
to me for throwing the apple. I
thanked her for the apology and asked
her not to thr ow things at riders
again. The dad also told the other kids
to go clean up the f ruit on the tr ail.

As riders in this club, we all know the
inherent risks involved and understand
that we ar e taking those risks when
we get on the bik e. If I f all on my own
accord (happened last year) it’s my
fault. When someone else (e.g. a
driver, a dog, a kid wi th an apple) puts
me at risk, i t’s just not right.

I bel ieve the kids realized what they
did was wrong and won’t do i t again,
but i t didn’ t seem at all like the father
took it very seriously at all. Going over
the handlebars at 20 mph can do a lot
of damage... and the intent to cause a
crash was definitely there.

I’ve got the address of the house.
Anyone had something happen at that
spot before (White Pine Trail just
north of West River Drive)? I wanted
to let the si tuation sink in a l itt le and
hear some other opinions before, or if,
I call the sheriff. —Jeff F.

It “tak es a village to raise a child”
because some youngsters picked the
wrong parents. I n this case, the
village idiots. Your average WPT user
gets spooked by one litt le “ding” f rom
a bike bell. I magine an already-
wobbly trail user dealing with f ruit
used as missiles and road hazards.

While this is not in the same league

as, say, dropping a cinderblock onto
the roadway from a freeway overpass,
someone could get seriously hurt from
thrown or booby-trapped fruit. I gnor-
ing the problem won’t solve it; these
kids are only a few apples away from
torturing ki ttens and shooting up their
school. We need to nip this behaviour
in the bud, and make it very clear that
a recreational trail does not exist to
provide target practice.

Kent Sheriff insti tuted the Trail Patrol
as a deterrent to thr eatening activity
that causes trail
users to not feel
safe.  Patrol
volunteers are
instructed to “cal l
in the calvary” f or
incidents that are
beyond the
anecdotal. If
these people don’t l ike living next to
the bicycle trail, they could contact a
real estate agent. House-for-sale ads
always list nearby amenities. Lots of
folks would see the WPT as an asset,
and they’d probably get a nice offer
for their place.

At presstime this situation has not
been resolved. However, Jeff’s mes-
sage has been shared with the WPT
Friends group, Kent sheriff, the Grand
Rapids Press, and the MTR host
committee. The sheriff is wi lling to
deal with the perps if they get an
official complaint.

On September 3, several hundred
visitors wi ll ride their tandems past
this house. Long bikes can go fast, but
they tend to not be r eal maneuverable
in dicey situations. Midwest Tandem
Rally folks come from all over the
country; this could ha ve repercussions
for our area and our state. MTR
suggested that they ’ll just station a
volunteer to si t ther e, but again, this
doesn’t address the long-term issues
of stupidity and child-rearing.

White Pine Trail dispatch

616/336-3113

South Kent Trails dispatch

616/632-6100



Page 14 SEPTEMBER 2005 RAPID WHEELMEN BICYCLE CLUB

Name ___________________________________________

Address _________________________________________

City ________________________________ State _______

Zip __________Phone _____________________________

E-mail address _______________________________________

Family members ______________________________________

& birthdates_________________________ New address? Y N

Do not include my name in the printed membership l ist _____

Membership year: April 1 - March 31. Join after November 1 and you’ll
be a paid-up member unti l March 31 of the f ollowing membership year.

Membership        ___new     ___r enewal $20.00
Club jersey (at meeting) $60.00
Club jersey (by mail) $64.00
       size (circle)    S   M   L   XL  XXL
Donation $_____
Total $_____

Make check payable to and mail to: Rapid Wheelmen, Inc.
PO Box 1008

Grand Rapids, MI 49501

Waiver and Hold Harmless Agreement
I acknowledge that bicy cling is an inherently dangerous activity. I her eby agree to release, absolve and hold harmless Rapid Wheel-
men, I nc. and its officers and members, and any other parties connected wi th the or ganization from any blame or l iability for any
injury, harm, loss, damage or death sustained as a result of participation in R apid Wheelmen, Inc. activities. I shal l abide by the rules
and regulations of the Rapid Wheelmen, Inc., and traffic laws and regulations, and I shall practice courtesy and safety in bicycling. By
continuing on to the ride schedule, I acknowledge that I understand the terms of this agr eement as a legally binding waiver and hold
harmless agreement and agree not to sue Rapid Wheelmen, inc. or its directors, members and agents.

Rapid Wheelmen Membership Application

Signature of parent or guardian (if applicant is under age 18)

date

date

Signatures of all adult riders

date

date

PRESORTED STANDARD
US POSTAGE

PAID
GRAND RAPIDS, MI
PERMIT NO. 1233

PO BOX 1008 • GRAND RAPIDS MICHIGAN 49501
WWW.RAPIDWHEELMEN.COM

Louis Garneau semi-relaxed fit

What year did you first join? _____


